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Fish in Copake Lake: Past and Present
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A Guide to Aquatic Plants in Copake Lake
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Appointments Available in NYC

OPPORTUNITY
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A history in 6 words; almost poetry.  In 2008, Copake Lake looked great.  

The highlights for the year: 

Clarity 
There was exceptional clarity of the water through July.  So clear, in fact, that there was no Copper Sulfate treatment at all this summer.  The 
CLCS Lake Management Plan calls for Copper Sulfate treatment to control algae growth and maintain at least 5 feet of clarity as measured by 
Secchi Disc.   With 18 feet of clarity in June, it was not until Labor Day that the clarity diminished to 6 feet.  We do not know why the Lake was so 
clear, but speculate that the mild winter, plentiful rain and almost no curly leaf pondweed die-off all combined to clear the Lake water.  

One concern was comments about floating algae streamers.  This particular algae grows on the lake bottom when the water is clear.  As sunlight 
causes it to photosynthesize, the oxygen produced accumulates and floats the algae to the surface.  During the night, it sinks to repeat the process 
the next day.  Treatment to control it is not recommended.  If it is a nuisance, it can be scooped off the surface and composted.

Weeds
The mid-May treatment with Aquathol ® seemed to completely knock-out the usual early season Pondweed infestation.  It also kept the Milfoil 
growth to a minimum.  In August, there were some patches of Milfoil showing, but invasive weeds did not seem to cause problems in the Lake in 
2008.  However, the Lake is still vulnerable to invasive weeds including new types that are seen in other lakes.  If you see a weed that does not 
look familiar, please contact a CLCS Board member so that it can be identified.

Lake Level
The lake was drawn-down in November, and refill started in January.  The plan is to maintain the lake level at least one foot below the spillway until 
the ice is out of the Lake.  This year, Mother Nature caught us.  Ice remained on the Lake into April.  Abundant "April Showers" on melting snow 
caused the Lake to rise faster than the control valve could carry, so the lake rose ten inches in a week.  The moral: hope for the best, but plan for 
the worst: drag your docks, etc. above the high water line.  The Lake will be drawn-down for the winter starting mid-October 2008.

Lake Purity
The lake bacteria samples taken in July showed that all areas of the lake were in compliance with NY State guidelines for total coliform and e-coli. 

Fish
We cannot vouch for every fisherman's impression, but there seemed to be few complaints this year. The lake water temperature did not get 
above the low 80's so concern about yellow perch die-off was averted.  Early in the season, a few fish were found with swollen eyes and reported 
to the NYS Dept. of Fisheries. They reported that the cause was a natural nematode parasite, and not to be concerned.  

Storm Water
The Town of Copake continues to clean culverts and build sediment traps on
ditches running into the lake. 

For 2009
The Lake Management Plan calls for May application of Aquathol K in selected areas
to control Curly Leaf Pondweed and Milfoil. We are considering a later-season treat-
ment to attack Milfoil again, but plans are not finalized.  Again, we will schedule
Copper Sulfate treatment to control algae, but the real-time clarity measurements
will determine the "if and when". 

On the back of this newsletter is the official Notice to Riparian Owners Users re-
quired to secure permits for the treatment of the Lake to control weeds and algae.
Please read it and respond if you have questions.  

Fred Bunger
Lake Management Chairperson

LAKE MANAGEMENT

Green heron on the shores of Copake Lake.

Kevin M. Hill
carpenter
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    One of the exciting reasons of living in Columbia County is the people.  Pretty much 
everyone has their personal passion, the purpose that makes their heart sing and puts 
energy in their step.
    You may look at someone and see an entrepreneur, a blue collar worker, a white collar 
worker or whatever category you may choose.  But look beyond that face and look into 
their eyes, ask a couple of questions and you'll be floored as to what you may find.
    Casually, I kept hearing about the Mid-Hudson Children's Museum in Poughkeepsie and 
the goings on.  Not being able to put picture to conversation, it went over my head. Just 
slid by. 
    That all changed on Sunday, June 1st when I made my first visit to the Mid-Hudson 
Children's Museum in Poughkeepsie.  They were honoring two of Copake Lake's own - 
Jon Urban, owner of Copake Country Club and Steven Chickery, owner of Hudson Valley 
Office Furniture.  Over 160 friends, neighbors and sponsors, heralded accolades for their 
dedication and support to this organization.  
    As we all know, the youth are our future and the youth of Poughkeepsie are fortunate 
to have people like Jon and Steven doing all they can to give them a brighter experience 
and future. In the meantime, we'll see them enjoying their friends and families here at the 
Lake, being two of our hidden heroes.   

HIDDEN HEROES

Our sincere condolences go to the families of Ruth Silverman Benjamin, Pamela Brook, Margaret Devlin, Sylvia Leschen, 
Van Mackey and Bruce Rowe.   The Board of Directors is also very saddened by the passing of Elizabeth Marchese, 

the wife of  Vic Marchese and mother of Melissa Karchmer.  Both are involved with CLCS.

photo by Denise Chickery

Pictured above L. to R are Steven Chickery and Jonathan Urban
with their tokens of appreciation from the museum.
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